[ .ﬁ’"'\ , ' .
/[ AN TP RS
Réport of Trip to Nontego Bay,Jamaica, B.W.I.

by

Rev. IHilary Bygrave.

Kingston, my port of landing, I fcund to be a city of_some
70,000 inhabitants - a city vastly lmproved .and greatly médernized
since the earthouake of 1907. |

Montego Bay_is'distént from Kiﬁgston aboﬁ£‘113 miles. The
rallway journey was long and wearisome =~ by reason of the extreme heat
in gpite of much marvelous scenery en route. It tcok the tralin nine
hours to cover the distaﬁce 5etween the two places._ tontego Bay has
a population of some 700GC inhabitants, the vast prcﬁoftion of - the peo-
ple here, as at Eingston and everywhere>else, being colored, the shades
varying from absoiute blackness to a whiteness Iindistinguishable fronm
the Znglish or American ‘type. | |

The Rev. B, L. Browﬁ is pronouncedly black, which is somewhat
of @ handicap ﬁo'him in his work, since those of hislrace who are
fortunate enouin to aporoach absolute whiteness are too proud "to sit

under" any minister save “"a wnite gentlemzn”. He is fairly well edu-

cated, seems to be endowed with téct aﬁd gréaf common sense, and is a
speaker of.considerable eloquence and force.

I think it ié matter for regret that on his return to Jamaica
from the Meadville Théological Scnool Lr -Brown did not bepzin his work

at Kingston, where his opportunity would have been ten times larger.

But he has struck his root in MontegO‘Bay, which ig moreover his na-
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tive place. flerce he was born and brought 'up, and herethe greater part

of his 1ife has been .spent., 1 am happy to report that after cureful ine

vestigation,there is no olot or stain upen his record or charactar. Like
othef prophets, like our iaster himself, he guffers from the fact that
one's native place is none too eager to honor native talent; and that
there are alwéys those who will say, "Can uny ood thing coms out Of Lion-
‘tego Say? Is he not so and so's son? And his brothers and sisters are

5 tncy not with us, etc. etc. -

. - TFrom the American and Britlsh & Foreign Unitarian Assocla-

tionsg Mr. Brown receives five hundred dollars per annum. He earns a like

amount yeurly, by serving in some-clerical capacity in one of the principal
commercial houses, under the control of some Jewish gentlemen, who have;'
gyiapathy for him and for the Unitarian cause.

S50 far as the establishing of a Unltdrlan Church 1s conw

cerned, Nr. Brown has not proceeded very far, nor is likely o under pres-

ent conditions.  The Sunday gatherings, and all other meetings, are held
in his house,and mumbsr from 10 to 25 people. Ilirs.Brown conducts a gmall
Sunday Sdhool, furhishing five childrén of her own. As opportunity and
means allow bir.Brown gives "a 1ecturé“ on soMe week evening .in the Town

. Hall, when he usually has a large awii nce.

On Sunday afternoon ApPil 13th I prpached in the Town Hall
torabout 60 people,and again in the eyenjng to fully 300, On the follow—
ing wonday ind Tuesday evenings 1 spoke for an hour on each occasion to
Quife 300 people, and on each occasion another hour was spent in answering
guestions, which + had invited, from the floor, In every case the major

~bart of the audience was, composed of males, and the larger proportion of
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theom were young men. ISome¢ of the guestions put té mne wére foolish
enouch Trom the Unitafian.point of view, but oh the other hand, manj of
them were eminently sensible and searching, indicating a remafkable'deu
cree of intelligenca,and up-to-dateness In recent lines of‘thought in
scienée, philosophy, and. religion, |
I was introduced to some réfined Hebrew gentlemen. One of - them,

who is an ardent Mason, informed me that "the craft" had a_pfoject under
consideration for the purchase of a gmall hotel. The Intention being to
transmogrify the upper story into fitting quarters for the use of their
fraternity, aﬁd thét they would fit uprﬁhe ground flodr;intb a hall to
seat about 50 people, with a smell reception room,etc,which could be
rented by kir. Brown for the modest sum of tem dollars a month on a yearly
1eéae. I strongly ﬁfged him to embrace this opportunity should the scheme
£0 ﬁhrough; on the distinct understanding that the rental charge must be
met locally, as evidence that the Unitafian cause at kontegzo Bay was
vorthy pf continued sympathy and support.

' 1 took it for granted that I was volcing the sentiment of the
American and British & Foreign Unitarian Associations when 1 said.to Mg.

Brown ahd to Mr,Walker - in regard to whom something wilk be sald further

" on - and to some other inquiring minds, with a great deal of positiveness,

that no more Unitarian nmoney would flow inte Jamaica—other than what was
now being sent=~ until the infant cause at liontego Bay was on a surer and
stronger footing. _

tr.Brown and his friends succeeded in convincing me that the

one thing necessary to their making good in the community was a modest

. place of worship. About eighteen hundred, or at most two thousand, dollars

N _
' would provide a building of sufficient size for this purpose, over and
'
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above the cost of a price of land; and for that 1 think there is a sum

more-thén sufficient in the hands of thg President of the Meadville

rheoloOical uChOOlo _

Had the two Associations had any adeouate knowledge of the
social and religious conditions of Jamalca I think they mizht well have
h651t&ted before commissioning kr. Brown to plant our flam there. ;_Wﬁq;h '
to drop, or curtail the work there at the presant tlme, would cause ghame
and confusion to Lr. Brovn, and would make the Unitarian name a scoff and
by—word in ”amalca.

If we want to do a bit of genuine humanitarian work for a quite

intelligent class of distinctively colored people, seventy-five years rew-

‘moved .from actual slavery, but still quite poofly paid in the matternof

vage, with nq thought of ever getting anything but love and res?e@p in
return, 1 urge that in some way, the cause there be given this further
impetus $0 a more assured success.

ThiS'obééct once attained, and surely it might be accomplished
if some one made it a special object~ before the end of April,1914, 1 |
should suggest that the united grant made by the two ASSociatibns should -

bo lessened yearly for a,period of‘three yaars,'ceasing entirely at the

- close of thé third year.

BAs L

In regard to kr.Walker 1 make noarecommendation, not that he

is not entirely worthy so far as 1 could discover, but from the slmple
much
fuct that his lot is cast in aﬂsmaller place than Lontemo Bay. Alexan-

dria is 3C miles from the railway, and is dne of a serles of small vil-

lages in the. Parish of S5t.Ann,which is one of the 1ovliest'spotsfin a

very picturesque and lovely island. Mr. Nalker took the trouble to come

, to-ontego Bay to attend our meetings there. He came evidently hoping

" that 1 could ordain him to the‘Unitarian ministry and promise him aid
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towards the construction of 2 _place of meeting. 1 told him it was not

in my power to do either, and trled to.make him see the facts as 1
éaw them, and urged him to use his strength end abilitles in efforts
© leoking towards the social uplify Of.hiq race as well as in the spread

of the Unitarien:feifh. - I laid great emphasis"on this phase of work
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in conversation with #r.Brown, and I trust that the'pfdper officlial

e

will strongly impress upon him that he must make good along some line

n

&

of social &6ffort or uplift as well as in the matier 6f gethering a

congregation of Unitarian belleving souls.

In spite of the fact that Jamaica is.celebrated for its rum,
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very little of which by the way stays on the Island, intoxication would
ey - not seéem to be & very prevailing vice. ©So far as 1 could .see the native
rﬁ populatibn are a guite sober peoﬁle. Sexual irregularities, nay sexual
excesses and predial 1arceny are the great vices of the feople.
1 That mr.Walﬁer took what 1 gaid in the righ® spirit is evi-
%f denced by thé following_sehtenoes which 1 quote from a lettep he sent'
fé me on his reﬁurn to Aiexandria. "I must acknoﬁledge to'}bu my deep i
5%, aporeciation of your advice to me. 1 am moré'encouraged than éver to
£o ﬁack to labor aimong my people. iy heart's desire is to be of the
“greatest help to my race soclally as well as spiritually. You have
really been an angel of li*ht to our shores if you don't ever realilze

it. Our people are thirsting for light,but they are not very willing

o Y

ot to hear Jt from thelr own.. That's the great trouble’”

e 1f this renort suould come Lo the notice of any members: of
our housshold of faith, who are as much, or even more interested in so-

" cial uplift effort than they are in our distinctively religious work,

3




1 trust they may feel moved to send some contributlon to me or to

mr.Poote to aid this flne oplrlted youna man in hls work.
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