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by

Ethelred Brown
e

Because the history of the Harlem Unitarian Church is intimotely comnected
with me a8 its founder and only minister to date, it is fittirg that this brief
history of the Church should be preceded by a sketch of mwy own life which will

‘high-1dght the evenis which have more or less moulded and prepared ne for the
great work of my life,

.~ I was born at Falmouth, Jemaics, British West Indies, on Juty 11, 1875,
4t the age of seven years my family asd I removed to the adjoinirg town of
Fontego Bay where I lived conbinuously until Ievember 1899 when as a clerk in

the Civil Service of Jamaica I was transferred to the anclent Capital of Speanish
Towli,

At this point I list some outstanding dates in my life:-

T entered the Civil Service of Jamaica on March 1, 1894 in my 1Gth year,
having talen third place in an 1sland-wide cpen competitive examination. On
ey 5, 1868, I was married, two months before my 53¢d birthday, On Hovember O,
1899, T was promoted to the position of Fiyst Clerk (Trveasury), and transferred
from Montego Bay to Spanish Town yhere I remained until my traglc, but maybe
providentiel dlsmissal fron the Civil Service of Jawaica on April 20, 1607. On
September 24, 1010, I entered the Meadville Theological School, Meadville, Pa.,
as & speclel two-year student. On June %, 1912, I vas ordained as & Unitarlan
minister in the Meadville Unitarian Church, On June 23, 1912, I held my first
gervice as a Unitarian missionary in the Montego Bay Town Hall. On June 1€,
1914, I arrived in the city of Kingston end inmediately proceeded to organize the
Kingston Unitarien Church. On Friday afternoon, February 27, 1920, I arrived in
Wew ¥ork,

The above are significant detes. They present a bird's eye view of events
velevant to the History of the Barlem Unitarian Church, They will a1l be re-
ferred to in the personal sketch which follows,

Let me precede the sketch with a reference to certain traits which in great
messure have made nie what T am, First, why an I a minister? It is not easy to
enswer that guestion, but even now I have a distinet recollection that as &
child I liked to make speeches., This fondness seemed at one point in uy life
to be leading me into the profession of law; it led me instead into the ministry.
There was, coincldent with my childish experiments in making speeches, an
abuormally religious temperament, In all other respects I thirk I was & nornal
boy, but at times I was seized by & religious fervor which I new know was
ebnormal. My favorite hymn was, "O Paradise 'tis weary waiting here." T sang
it often, and as I sang, my face wes bathed in tears, Why should a boy have
chosen a hymn so other-worldly? Abnormal as it wes, this may well be termned my
religious background.

tiy father could not afford to make me a lawyer and I somewhat outgrew the
sbnorugl religiousness of my youth, I did not becoue & lawyer, nor did I snter
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the ministry, Instead, I entered the Civil Service of Jamaica on March 1, 189b, -
1y cataclysmic dismissal from the Service on Apeil 20, 1907 was the lmmedicte '
cause of my entering the ministry. The ergument which I addressed to myself in
1907 would read somewhat liks this: "You ovgint to have been in the ministry long
ago. When your brother sailed For Afriza you knew then beyond doubt that you
were called to the ministry, but you resisted the cell because your nosition iIn
the Civil Service was financially good and secure. lNow God himself in his own
way has deprived you of the security. Your duty is clear.'" Such was the argurent
addressed to we in 1607. It was clear, convincing and irresistible., It was a
call, I heeded it and in my 32nd year I decided to enter the winistry, Therefore
T may truly say that I became a minister because in 1907 I believed that I was
called by God to enter the ministry. .

But what were the tyaits which evenlually piloted me into the UNITARIAN
win (e try?  There were two childhood traits which T believe decided my Fate., I
Wis an inguisitive youngster and a truthful child, I was disposed to ask ques-
siong, ' T remember very distinctly the guestion which I asked my Leacher after
the Scripture lesson on .the falling of the walls of Jericho. 'Why," I asked, e

"did God waste 8o much time when he could heve brought down the walls on the

first day?" My teacher was horrified. So much for'my inguisitlveness., From

accounts I heard later in life I have come to the conclusion that as a c¢child I
told the truth instinectively, or if you prefer the term,- automatically, These
two cheracteristics - inquisitiveness and tiuthfuiness - hed much to do with the

choice I ultimately made to enter the Unitarian ministry.

I was a choir boy of the Montego Bay Episcopal Church when the first ray of
light broke through wy Trinitarienism. It was on Easter Sunday. We did not as Jo TR
»oigY %ing the Athanasian Creed; it was recited alternately by the priest and the
Cewnsyegation, The strangeness of the Trinitarian arithmetic struck me forcibly
- 5d forc¢ibly that T decided then and there to sever my connection with & church
which enunciated so impossible a proposition, By & strange coincidence on the
afternoon of that very day I was introduced to Unitariernism by means of a dis.
tinctive Unitarian sermon - Channings Baltimore seimon at the ordination of
Jared Sparks. I followed that up by reading other Uanitarien literature and as
a result I became a Unitarian without a church, TFor some ysars I attended no
~hurch, and then on & Sunday morning in 1895 I was érafted to take the place of Fr——
‘e sick organist of the Montego Bay Wesleyan Methodist Church, On that day I v
b&%ﬂﬂaf@m#*years of service as crganist of that church, On my transfer to
Gpanish Town in 1899 I was placed in charge of the choir of the Wesleyan Church
of that town. Thus for nearly twelve years I forgot my Unltarian theology as I
was engaged in the service of organist of two Trinitarian churches. Then came
1907, - the year of decision,

As stated sbove, my dismissal in 1907 from the Civil Service of Jamaica
wnder peculiar clrcumstances was interpreted by me as a definite call to the
ministry. But with that cell came a very uvgent and impertant question, namely
this, - into the ministry of which denomination should I enter? All the doubts
and questionings which were lulled to rest during the years of my active service
in the Wesleyan Methodist Church were reawakened, The conviction deepened that
T could not honestly be a Methodist minister, Circumstences very soon created &
conflict and forced a decision,

Yoatat

e 4

The Africen Methodist Episcopal Church of America had recently started work
in Jamaica. After many interviews I was persuaded by its resident Representative i
to apply for admission into the ministry of that church., I did; but I had not
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well posted my lebter of application vhen my outraged censcience violently
protested, Four doys later another letter was postéd, strargely addressed, -
"Po eny Upitarien Minister in Few York City," seeking information as to the
possibility of entering the Unitarian ministry., That letter ultimately reached
Rev. Goorge Badger, then Secretary of the Fellowship Committee of the fmerican
Unitarian Association who referred it to President Franklin Southworth of the
Meadville Theologlcal School. .

The maill which brought a reply from the Bishop of the A.K,E. Church which
vas practically an accepiance, brought also a reply from President Southworth,
The latter informed me that the school did not conduct & correspoudence Course,
ard thst therefore I would heve to come to Meadville, and that as there was no
tnitarian Church in Americs for colored people, and that as white Unitarians
veqwire a white minister he was unable to predict what my future would be at
e conclusion of my training. The issue wes clear; the confiict was short;
but sharp. '

On the one hend was the acceplance into the ministry of one church with the
eprortunity to begin my ministry at once, and on the other hand there was the
imperative of years of training awey from home, with no certainty as to the
- future, I declded that, T was not compelled to be & minister of religion at all;

but 1£YI ¢id enter the ministry I was under moral and spiritual compulsion to
be & minister only of that church in which T would ve absolutely honest, I
therefore withdrew my epplicaticn to enter the ministry of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church and continued my correspondence with President Southworth,

Thet correspondence ended with my acceptance as a special two-year student of
the leadville Theological School.

In August 1908 I ssiled on a fruit boat from Montego Bay, my home town, for
Baitimore, Marylend, intending to proceed from Baltimorse to Richmond, Virginia,
£o serve as accountant for a colored building contractor wntil the end of
September when I wouid leave his employment to emver the Meadville Theologilcal
School. Such was my intention, but thus was it not to be. Heving secured my
appointment as &n accountant before entering America, and having so informed
Imnigration officlals, I was declared a contracted alien and was ordered de-
ported., After an absence of iwo weeks I was egain in Montego Bay, no longer a
Wesleyan Methodist but a gelf-declared Unitarien.

Under the law I could not return to pmerica until the explration of one
year after deportation. During the year of walting I established & Unitarian
Lay Center in Montego Bay. Ouen air nmeetings were held at which the gosrel of
Unitarlenisn was preached, September 1909 arrived., Ny passage for my second
e\ @ Yo eadville by way of Wew York was booked, Asain was I diseppointed. My
_%ﬁﬂmr who had promised to flnance my passage withdrew his promise at the
eleventh hour. I was booked to sall on Tuesday, On Saturday evening I said
good-bye to my fellow clerks, but to the surprise of ali I was at my desk on
tonday morning. The boab thal was to have tsken me to America took & letter to
President Southworth ezplaining my second failure to present myself at Meadville,

‘ Two failures were not enough to kill my desire to go to Meadville. I

enployer who fiattered me oy his determination to keep me from going to America
and wio influenced my father to refuse to aid me increased my selary., I saved
the increase and awaited Septermber 1910.

The third attempt to enter Meadville was successful, 7 arrived at last,
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and 1ln September 1910 I was duly enrolled es e speciael student of the school.
The twe yeare which I spent at lMeadviile were years that I shall ever rerember.
The happy, deys of genuine comradechlp will ever remaln as & pleasant memory,

Cn the evening bf June b, 1912, I was ordained in the Meadville Uniterian

Church as a Unitarian minister, and then and there received ry copmission to S st s

return to my netlve land as the Apostle of Uniterianism, %@;’ -
’:1 n““" -

plnmest immediatsely efter my ordination I sailed for Jaraica. Nontezo Bay P

.yas my Headguarters and on June 23, 1912 the first Unitarian service was held
in the Montego Bay Town Hall, The flag of Unitarianism was unfurled,

The history of Unitarianism in Jamaica 1s an interesting story, but for '
cbvious ressons 1t muist only be skirted. On Juse 16, 1914 I arrived in Kingston
havipg been transferred from lMontegzo Bay to the city. The work in Kingston was
44011 of thrills of one kind and anothsr, While to us on the spot the work
Rgpéared to be proceeding satisfactorily, tne Directors of the American Unitarien
fesoclation thought otherwise. In October 1915 the Association withdrew its
grant, I went to Bosten and pleaded owr cause before the Dircctors with the
result that the grent was restored, When I retuwrned to Kingston in January 1916

- & found however, that the action of the Ascoviation had done irreparable harm to
our work, We nsvertheless wenb on., But once agaln in Noverber 1917 the oo
fssoclation acted, and this time definitively. The American Unitarian Associa-
tion withdrew 1ts financial support from the Unitarian Church of Kingston,
Jamalica,

I struggled on sgainst fearful odds with help recelved from a group of
English Unitarian women kncwn as the Central Postal Mission, At last the struggle
proved too much, and I was forced to surrender and mill down the flag of Unitar-
lenism, With a broken heart, but with my faith in Unitarisnism still strong,

1 geid good-bye to Kingston, Jamaica, on Saturday evening, February 2%, 1920,
in & flerce snow storm, my wife and I landed in New York on February 27, 1920,

And here begins THE HISTORY OF THE HARLEM UNITARIAN CHURCE,

IT o Frmrore——

At this point certain guesticns arise which I am not reguired to answer in

g bei el historical statement, but which may well be asked and left for the
pregent unanswered, as a basis for futwe discussion, For instance, was it wise
:n the face of the known attitude of the officers of the‘ﬁmerlcan Unltarlan

ssociation to launch a Unitarian movement in Harlem in 1920 as an independerit
ﬂ)veﬁent? Was the field surveyed? What relation if any did the fact that the
foundation members of the church were Socialists bear to the early trials of the °
novemént? No doubt the asbove guestions assume today an importance which they
did not in 1020, As stated above, I leave them unanswered.

The historlcal fact is that eight days after wy arrival in New York I called
a meeting to consider the advisability end feasibility of organizing a Unitariaen
Church in Harlem., That meeting was held in a room of the Lefsyette Hall, 131st
Street and Seventh Avenue, New York City, on Sundsy evening, ilarch 7, 1920, The -
question was carefully discuﬂsed and it was then and thers decided o o organize LT
such a church. The following nine persons sigred the roll as Charter Members,
nawely, Martin Luther Cempbell, Grace P, Campbell, Hayward Shovipgton, Ella R
Matilda Brown, Wilfred A. Domingo, ¥rank A, Crosswalth, Thomes 4, Pottier,
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Rickard B, Moore and Lucille E. Ward. The church was named "The Herlem Conmunity

Church' primarily In recognition of the marked interest ulC?ﬁ ot that early stage S .
¢f the venture by the Reverend Dr, John Hajnes Holmes, Minister of the Communlty

Church of Hew York.

The work of the Barlem Unitarian Church has been that of a great venture;

adnittedly undertalien without experience snd without cereful survey of local e
conditions, and without kncw¢eaue of the difficulties of the situation. This T
zay be recorded now, as it ought to be, but it should be noted that the necessity Lt

of this survey and knowledge was not recognized then. As far as I am concerned — S

the fact is, that I sailed Trom the Island of Jamaica determined to establish a
Uriterien Church in Harlen, and all that mattered to me in March 1920 vas that
the venture should be Launched without delay. And it was. \

I thipk that at this polnt the follcwing should be stzted in regard to my
cwn rosition at the beginning of the work, because I believe that my unsatis-
foctery filnancial condition wnfevorably alfected the work at the very stage when
ha personality and presti ge of the lesder were of prime importance. This fact
t.oald be noted whatever be 1ts explanation or Justification;- for seventeen ‘years
sricen Unitarian aAssociation paid no attention whatever to our work except
rectly. to discovrage 1t. LT worked as an elevator cpersior at a downtown
1 for 5 years, being at the church only on alternate Sunday evenings.
lowing this T was a speaker for the Socielist Perty for three years, Then

legea a period of real haruquno, and then there came a dresk in my favor
when in 1929 I secured the posltion of Office Secretory cf "The World Tomorrow" -
v oonich position I continuved to work until the megazire ceaszd publication in ' SR
July 1934, Then followed aunothier period of hard times, Rev, Dale DeWitt, '
Reglonal Director of the Americen Unifarien Association, with office at 10 Park P ——"
Avenue, New York City, discovered me in 1037 az a recipient of public relief.
Ze set out at once to seek relief frou this wnsatisfactory condition, and
g weceeded In securing an appropriation from the American Unitarisn Association of
$733,0¢ a month vhich I received frow November 1637 to July 1939 - a period of 21
months:  When I reached my 65th birthday on July 11, 194C, I becane eligivle for
a vension which I received, and am gtill receiving, The above is the financial

story of the ministe; of the Harlenm Uniterian Church from arch 1920 to July 1940 - ' ;»ﬁj;;
a veriod of 20 years, In this matier of finances it may fittingly be recorded o
the t €o¢ some roason or other the members of the church reid no regular sub- T

teweplions until the year which'begun Cetober 1, 1935.

The story of this church is a story of exzeriments. 4t this date it is easy
te eriticize those responsible for the nistakes mode as they experimented, but
to tihem at the time the respective experiments seemed to have been fully justlfled.

Take as an instance the grave mistake which was serizusly and deliberately
meds by changing the name of the church from “The Harlem Community Church" to

“T‘c Hubert Harrxson Memorial Church” That thé"bﬁéféé'wumch took place on Sunday

et

folloxing resolution the unaninous passir"r of whica legalized our action-

“"Whereas the late Dr. Hubert Harrison unstintingly devoted the major
portion of his life to the great task of sharing with his fellows the
wide and profound knowvledge which my much hard stiudy he had accumulated, T
and thus in grest measure contributed to the emancipation of many from WY
superstition and fenaticism which are the children of ilgnorance; and '

Whereas this church has always been in full sympathy with this much
needed work of education; and
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Whereas Dr, Harrison has often expressod his unqualified approval of
the ncdexrn and llberal interpretaticn end presentation of reiiglon for
which this Church has uaconpromisingly stood:s

" BE I RESOLVED that as a means of commemorating this invaluatle vork of
enlightenment, emancipation and inspiration, and as a sincere tribute
to its great worth and inestimable benefit, this Church shall hnereafter
be named 'THE HUBERT HARRISON MEMORIAL CHURCH',"

It was then believed that the naming of the church after Eubsrt Harrison would
drew to its support a fair proportion of the studsnts of his "Outdoor University"
“* did not, On the contrary, many of these students protested againsi the naming

church after Harrison in the face of his known agnostic positicn, This was
the pretest of the radicsls, Thsre was also a vigorous protest on the part of
the conservatives, Reading the resolution tolday it reveals no good reason for
tiio action taken, How nuch we suffered because of this misteke cannrot be
asgessed,

For nine years we bore the name of s man who in his lifetime shoved no real
interest in our work, and each-year the anniversary of his ceath was recognized
in & Memorial Service. QEEEG:E’%JQI/tle church was formally effiliated with the
Azerican Ynitarian Associativdl, and without any reoolutlon the name was fittingly
chepzed to "The Barlelm Ubitarian Church™,

W

in the month ¢ May 1927 a very ikportant experiment was mede at the ingtancs
o {he minister, namely, to suspend for four Sunday evenings - May 2, 9, 15, 23
e then prevailing Forum type of meetings, and have four distinctively religious
reetings with thée minister as the only siheaker =t all the ssrvices, Special
susic was supplied by Mr. Nar+on Cumbo, cellist, accomparied at the piano by _
Miss Iydia Mason (now Mrs. Hamilton), In spite of opposition and prophecies of
failure the serles of services was an outstending success, I cannot at this time
venture to say what would have happened if it had been possible to have had a
similer series of services in the early montas of the following year. Reference
may at this point be made to the fact that the mimeograrher of the program for
the series of services decided on his own accownt to remove the words in brackets
{(Hubert Harrison Memorial) from the name of the church, - Mo one was disturbed
exvout tnis unauthorized removal by our mimeosrapher who was & member of the
church, and so on May 16,1937, the church was known by the single nsue it now
teers, newely, "The Barlem Ua;&gfigg,Church".

e

fncthes wxperiment concerning which guestions are even now beling asked was
the chansing forms of our meetings, At first the mestings of the church were
Arstin ddively religious, In fact, as far as the form of the meetings was con-
tiyned they were not different from the services of other churches - Lynns,
areyers, Scripture readings and a sermon, But it was not long before we becane
ijmpatient by reason of the slow growth in membership and of the unsatisfactory
attendances,. This impatience led to a radical change. We became what was called
a Forum Chu:cH - move poetically, - a Temple ¢ unu a Forum -; that is, everything
continued as it was formerly, exzcept that’ eVe”y sermon was followed by a free
and full discussion from the Tloor. This change produced an immediate improve-
ment in the attendance at the meetings and also in the envolluent of members,
but in regard to the latter, as already noted ebove, for gouc years momoership
carried no financisl responsibility. The minister ceased to be the only spsaker.
For years it seemed as if we had found the key to success, The church was unique.
Ite meetings were favorably referred to because the varied to ics were ilnteresting
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and challenzinz, and the speakers, colored end white, were very rood, And then
cccvrred what may rightly be called a cormunist invasion, and with this bepan
cur troubles, The standard of our meetings deseriorated; ike discussions fell
from the high level attained and became irrelevent, abusive and vulgar.. The
forin was terporarily esbandoned and a definite attexupt was-again made by religious :
services to reach religlous liberals, thaet is, those who have outgrcwn the i

Fe . . . - rm.\&mm n
‘teachings of the orthodoxz churches but who are nevertheless religious. The e,
rattenpt was a disheartening disappointment, The religious liberals did not ;i%ﬁzif

respond and the radlcals were not interested, C

e

In Pebruary 1939, a new order was instituted, namely, a regular church

service was held follocwed by a ten minute musical interlude, and then an open
Foruvn: This continued to June 1939 - the end of that season, This did not neet e
~ur expectations and the next season witiessed another change. All meetings

e religlous services except the last meeting of each month which was a Forum,
£% tne next season this program was intensified by the appointnent of a Forum
Director in the person of Mr. John Jackson and the charging of on admission fee
of &5 cents to the monthly Forum, Then once more another change on October 5,
1ckl, the opening date of the semson 1941-42., The Circulsr announcing the
sexvice steted, "The Trustees of the Church yielding to the demands of members
and friends have decided to resume the dlstinctive place it held in Harlem as a |
Ferum Church," This was a return in full form to the old Forum-church, And so o
cn snd on through succeeding seasons right up to the season of 1945-46, when one : i
Foerum sesslion a month was held, In all honesty it must be recorded that this s o
rhase of our work with its changes and with our uncertainty as to what was best o
wzg the least creditable of all. ST

The Forum form of meebings was definitely ended when we begen to hold
Sunday morning meetings in the Chapel of the YKCA on Septexber 15, 1946,

AL this point let me refer to our meeting halls, 4s elready said our Tirst
mestinrg were held at the Lafayette Hell, Soon after, sometime in 1621, we
transferred them to the Lodze Rooms of the American West Indian Association, 149 st
We L35th Street, In spite of the self-criticism made abeve we made local history el
in this small hall vhere we remained for seventeen years until we removed on e
January 2, 1938 to Room 10L of the YWCA, 144 West 135th Street, EKere we remained R
for eipght years, and in the face of many handicaps also did creditabvle work,
vnlil we made our last transfer to the Chapel of the YWMCA, 180 W, 135th Street _
on September 15, 1046, et which time we also chianged the hour of owr meetings L
frswm £136 poa, to 11 a.m, '

% this point 1t will be fitting to list some outsianding dates of the 29
year perlod covered by this acccount.

¢n April 4, 1940 the church suffered a loss from which 1t has not yel re-
covered. On that day Miss Estelle Hay who served for years as soprano soloist
vas committed to Rocklend State Hospital where she is now confined es a mentally
ill patient, For years biiss Hay gave of her best, EHer place has not been filled,

on February 25, 1643, I gave a lecture at Al Souls Unitarien Church entitled

"f'rom Montego Bay to Harlem", It was well received and won the lasting end velued P
friendship of the minister and members of All Souls, It also did what to me is s f
cf much significance, It brought our church to the atiention of Mr, Jen Rozendaal gt ;
vho as a result became an active and very useful member, [P
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On October 1, 194l at the opening of the season 19hk-5 1t was publicly
announced that The Harlem Unitarian Church was cn inter-rasisl church, For the
full season the white ministers of the Ketropoliian Conferencs preached for us

on alterrnate Sunday evenings and brought neshers of their congressiions with them,
Rev, Joihn Heynes Holmes, Xinister of the Community Church, enthusiastically
approved what we had done and esked to be enrollad &s an honerary mombar, Rev,

Donalé Herrington, Associgste Minister of the Cemwnity Church of Hew York end O

his wife enrolled as meubers, We enrolled later a white student fircom the South
and a white weman, both of whom have since left New York, It was in meny
respects an inspiring end revealing season.

In Jenuery 1946 the church boldly launched a campaign to secure $15,0C0 to
wurchese a house to be transformed into a clivrech building. The caupalgn was
apened with a Recital on January 27 givew in ALl Souls Unitarilan Churchiand
aivegted by Edwerd Margetson, Organist of tke Church of the Crucifixion, This

was followed by a Rally held in the Harlem TWCA on Sunday evenin May 5, Both
J 8,

functions were successful, Unfortunabely the year 1947 passed without any effor:
in behalf of the Building Fund, In 1948 ths 19456 pattern wes followed, A :
Recital was given on our Lehalf by Miss Roberta Du¥erde et All Souls Church on
Sundey afternoon, February 15%h, and a Rally was held ab the Harlem YWCA on May 2.
Agaln our efforts were cirowned with success. The net result of these special
efforte is that at this date our Bullding Fund has to its credit the sum of
$1620,00. We have a long way yet %o go, but when we remind ourselves that on
January 1, 1946 we bad not & cent we are not discouraged, Ia fact es we start
the season of 1949.50 on this Sunday morning, Sentember 11, 1949, we arc buoyed
with a strangs optimism which emboldens us to look forward to 1650 as our year

of A2stiny - the year in which ths corner store of a Temple of Religious
Liberslisn will be laid,

(n Mey 6, 1948 the Hariem Chapter of the Unitarian Leymen's League was.
organized with H, Shovington as Presildent and Jan Rozendasl as Secretary-Treasurer,
Two Forum meetings have been held, one on May 15 aud the other on June 26, 1949,
The development of the Laymen's League and the popularization of its Forums will,

I e sure, be of great assistance to the general work of the Church,

On Sunday morning, April 11, 1948, the Church took a very important legal
%@tw%-hﬁdjng to its incorporation., At a Special Heetinz called for the purpose
Lie westers unanimously passed the following resolution:

"RESOLVED that this Church, the Harlem Unitarian Church which is now
un-incorporated shall be incorporated under the laws of the State of
New York, and that the name of the seid incorporated Church shall be
"I'HE BARLEM UNITARIAN CEURCH',"

The Certificate of Incorporation was duly filed with the Clerk of the County of

P

New York on May 13, 1948, Sincere thanks are due and were tendered to Attorneys
G.E. Moesal and Chester T, Krouse of the lav fiym of Covington and lMoesel for
prepering and filing the necessary papers of incorporation, Mr, Krouse in addi-
tion attended the Special Membership Meeting on fpril 11 as our legal adviser,
All services were rendered without fee, I record my personal -appreciation of the
invalvable assistance of the gewntlemen named,

I have come at last to the present stage of our work, nsmely, to the three
years in which we worshipped in the Chapel of the Harlem YICA, Until Qctober
1934 our services were held at eight o’clock in the evening. In October 1934 we

vy~
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held two services each Sunday, one at 11 a.m, and the other at 8 p.m, The

attendances at the morning services were so sinll and the psychological eflect
was 30 obviously harmful that they were disconvinued after Jeanuary 27, 1935,
When we clanged our meeting place to the Chapel of the YMCA on SBeptenter 15,
1940 we also chenged the hour of our services from 3 p.m, to 11 a,m. The charge
has worked well, For the present the Chapel of the YWMCA suits us adnirebly.

Qur dues-paying memvershilp at this date is only 17, No good purpose will
be served in pretending that alter 29 years of unbroxen efforts so small a members
ghiy i3 satisfactory, It is decidedly not. It is almost disheartening, but we
must not be dishemsrtened, We started on March 7, 1620 with only nine nmembers,
T2t us conceive this Sunday, September 11, 1649, which is the date of this drief
history as a new beglnning. We started the day with 17, and at the close of the
seyvioe one was enrolled as & member, Therefore we start this new season with
1% mevhers, Thie is a menbership of men and women who have a clear and definite
nuryose, We now kncow that we are a Unltarian Church, and that our aim is to
erect in Harlem as early as possible A TEMPLE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERALISH,

We must now set out to Increase our membership, Let us work to secure in
the next two years e membership of say orne hundred men and wonen dedicated to the
ccuse in hehalf of which we as mempers and friends and minister have faitafully
labored in the years now rolled into the past,

Uuoitorisn Association to our missionary work in Esrlem. It should be definitely
stuted that that reference wes to the adninistretion of long ago. For the last
tweive years we have been much encouraged by the sympethetic understanding both
of our aims and of our difficulties, and also by the practical assistance of the:
nationzl offlcers of the Association at 25 Beacoun Street and of the Reglonal
Director, Rev, Dale DeWitt of 10 Perk Averue, to ell of whom this word of

J.,

i referred above as a matier of record to the indifference of the American

~appreclation is tendered.

Tt i also Titting to record herein a ncte of sincere appreclation of the
varled services rendered by the following persuns end churchesi-

{z) To Dr, John Hoynes Holmea for his personal friendship and his genuine
interest in our work in the deys when frierdship and interest were
tnvaluable,

{:) To Dr. John Howland Lethrop and his church for continued interest and
practical help to the church and to me throughout many years.

{¢) Mo All Souls Unitarian Church of New York which has indeed become our
Mother Church, and to its minister Rev, Laurance leale for the many
things done by him in behalf of our work,

(1) To the Syracuse Unitarian Church for the speciel effort put forth in
behalf of our Building Fund which resulted in an appreciable contrilbution
end to the Cleveland Unitarian Church for its annual gifi.

(a) To all the ministers of the Ketropelitan Conference who have kindly and
willlingly helped us in many end varied ways and to all the Churches
which have contributed to cur Building Fund.
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(10)

Svecial and apireclative reference should also be made to the service
rendered to the church by Justice Harold H, Burton of the Supreme Court of
America, and to Dr. Frederick May Blio , President of the American Unitarian
sssocintion, for participating in two’ of the most significant and successful
meetings of the church.

Justice Harold H. Burton (then Senator) attended the 25th Anniversary of S
the church on Sunday evening, March 25, 1945 in his official position as
Moderator of the American Unitarian Associstion and delivered the principal
sddress, Dr. Frederick May Blio%t, as President of the A,U.A., was the principal
Sptarer ab the first Building Fund Rally held on SBundey evening May 3, 1GhG,
noth meetings were held in the large audluovlum cf the Harlem Y. W,C.A., ard were
presiced over by Rev., Dale DeWitt, Regicnzl Director of the A,U,A,

i
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Thnis brief history should have teen confined to the facts of the situatlon,
but it was very difficult, nsy impossible so to cunfine it ;

resson nlus wy present optimLsm T must transcend inhe specified llm'tatlo“a, and
close with a poem recently written by iMr. Roger kMals of Klngston Jamaica, The
poem vas not written for us, and refers not at all to our work, but so appro-
priate is it to our present mood that it mey well have been wrltten to our order,
T therefore close this brief history of the Harlem Unitarian Church - this record
~f 29 years of service in behalf of Religious Liberalism, with the following '

posn entitled "The End of the Road."

]
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It is at once a challenge and an appeal:-

"and now we are coming to the end
of the road, the goal in sight....

Brothers, be patient a little yet,

It was a long way and it was a
hard road,

But we have come all the we;

And no man can uasay all thab we
have adventured, ‘ )

All we have achieved, none uasay

the ewinence we have resched, the
hazards met and bested,

none but ourselves untell the tale
and wondur of it,

Let us stand fast, hold fast our strength
and purpose and nettle attesting,

Not by posture or boasting or pride

undo, since only ourselves can undo,
gainssy, forswear

that which we have won at so much
peril,

at such cost,

ourselves only.




173 Ezct 10lst St.
New Yovrk 29, N.Y,
September 11, 19kg

(11) S

Therefore brothers,

Now we have come to the end of the road,

the goal in sight,

Let us bear ourselves with the dignity

and ccountenance and presence
of men who have come co far,
and dared so much , . , . ,

X X X X .X ¥ X X X
X X X X X X X X X

dsre this much more, and trothers
.be patient a little yet,
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